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An Urgent Call Regarding the Plight of Shaykh Salman al-Ouda, Shaykh Awad al-
Qarni, and Dr. Ali al-Omari

All praise belongs to Allah, and blessings upon the Prophet Muhammad and His family.
Peace and mercy be upon you:

It is with great concern and perturbation that we have received unconfirmed reports regarding the
imminent execution of Shaykh Salman al-Ouda, Shaykh Awad al-Qarni, and Dr. Ali al-Omari.

Islam teaches us that life is a blessing from Allah. Those who seek to deprive someone of this
blessing without a clearly sanctioned religious basis have committed an act that God deems
atrocious and a mighty sin: “If anyone kills a believer deliberately, the punishment for him is
Hell, and there he will remain: Allah is angry with him, and rejects him, and has prepared a
tremendous torment for him.”(Qur’an, 4:93)

The Inviolability of the Believer

The Prophet % and his Companions viewed the life, wealth, and honor of all who uttered the
testimony of faith (shahada) as inviolable. They took immense care not to impede on these basic
rights even in the context of enacting punishments.

The Prophet % said, “Avoid applying punishments as long as you are able to find an excuse to
avert them,”(Sunan Ibn Majah) and Ibn Mas‘ud stated, “Avoid flogging and applying the death
penalty upon people as much as you can.”(Sunan al-Kubra)

Indeed, the sanctity of the believer was so great in the eyes of the Prophet £ that he deemed the
destruction of the world as a lighter affair than the killing of even a single Muslim. (Sunan al-
Tirmidhi)

Similarly, the early Muslims (salaf) would remark when gazing upon the Ka‘ba, “The inviolability
of a believer is greater with Allah than your inviolability.” (Sunan al-Tirmidhi) There are few
statements one can imagine as emphatic as these in affirmation of the rank of the believer.

A Call for Clemency

In light of the guidance of the Prophet # and the gravity of depriving a Muslim of the fundamental
rights granted to him or her by Islam, we urge the authorities in question to immediately cease any
plans to execute Shaykh Salman al-Ouda, Shaykh Awad al-Qarni, and Dr. Ali al-Omari in the
immediate or distant future.

We urge those in the leadership to grant them clemency in this blessed month of Ramadan.
It is our firm belief that the actions of these scholars do not in any way justify the appalling

treatment they have been subjected to over the past year and more. We make this call in the spirit
of providing sincere counsel, realizing our role as scholars duty-bound to the expression of truth,



and recognizing that each of us will be held accountable for our actions in the next life where

oppression will be nothing but darkness leading to perdition.

And Allah is in the aid of His oppressed servants. May the blessings and peace of Allah be upon His

Prophet.
Ramadan 17th, 1440
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